54 


Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 52(1) March 1995 


Case 2916 

Metablastothrix Sugonjaev, 1964 (Insecta, Hymenoptera): proposed 
designation of Blastothrix {Metablastothrix) isomorpha Sugonjaev, 

1964 as the type species 

Natalia D. Voinovich, Vladimir A. Trjapitzin & Eugeny S. Sugonjaev 
Zoological Institute , Russian Academy of Sciences, 1 Universitetskaya 
naberezhnaya, 199134 St. Petersburg, Russia 

Abstract. The purpose of this application is the designation of Blastothrix (Meta- 
blastothrix) isomorpha Sugonjaev, 1964 as the type species of the encyrtid 
genus Metablastothrix Sugonjaev, 1964. At present the type species is Microterys 
tnmcatipennis Ferriere, 1955 but this was based on a misidentification. Metablasto¬ 
thrix has a Holarctic distribution and the species are secondary parasitoids of some 
injurious coccids. Conservation of the generic name will help to ensure stability in the 
economically important family encyrtidae Walker, 1837. 


1. Mayr (1876, p. 697) established the genus Blastothrix. Its type species is 
Encyrtus sericeus Dalman, 1820 (p. 357) by subsequent designation of Ashmead 
(1900, p. 389). Blastothrix belongs to the subtribe blastotrichina Erdos & Novicky, 
1955 (p. 167) (this is the correct spelling, see p. 223 of the Code) of the tribe aphycini 
HolTer, 1954 and now includes 24 described species. Members of this genus are 
primary endoparasitoids of coccids (Homoptera, coccidae). 

2. Ferriere (1955, p. 127) described Microterys tnmcatipennis from Germany, 
which parasitizes the coccid Eulecanium franconicitm Lindinger, 1912. Hoffer (1957, 
p. 220) transferred Ferriere's species to Blastothrix Mayr, 1876. Sugonjaev (1959, 
p. 169; 1960, p. 378; 1962, pp. 193, 194) identified as B . tnmcatipennis specimens 
reared by him from the same coccid species in the Leningrad (now St. Petersburg) 
Province. 

3. Sugonjaev (1964, p. 371) established Metablastothrix as a subgenus of Blasto- 
thrix and later Sugonjaev & Babaev (1978, p. 66) raised Metablastothrix to generic 
rank. 

4. Sugonjaev (1964) originally included in Metablastothrix two nominal species: 
Blastothrix (Metablastothrix) tnmcatipennis (Ferriere), designated by him as the type 
species, and a new species B . (M.) isomorpha Sugonjaev, 1964 (p. 371) from 
Kazakhstan. Trjapitzin & Gordh (1978a, p. 379) transferred to Metablastothrix the 
North American species Microterys claripennis Compere, 1928. 

5. In 1991-1992 the authors of the present application examined the type series 
of Microterys tnmcatipennis Ferriere, 1955 preserved in the Museum d’Histoire 
naturelle, Geneva. All specimens of the type material, the female holotype (of which 
only legs are left), two female paratypes and one male paratype are not congeneric 
with the species studied by Sugonjaev (1959) and do not accord with the description 
and concept of Metablastothrix , but belong to Blastothrix in accordance with 
Holler’s (1957) placement (see para. 2 above). 
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6. The type species of Metablastotlirix was based on a misidentification and 
retention of the nominal species Microterys tnmcatipennis Ferriere, 1955 as type 
would render Metablastotlirix Sugonjaev, 1964 a junior subjective synonym of 
Blastothrix Mayr, 1876. To preserve the current understanding and usage of the 
name Metablastotlirix which is already included in some reviews and monographs 
(e.g. Trjapitzin & Gordh, 1978a, 1978b; Sugonjaev, 1984; Sugonjaev & Trjapitzin, 
1988; Trjapitzin, 1989) it is proposed that Blastothrix (Metablastotlirix) isomorpha 
Sugonjaev, 1964 be designated as its type species. 

7. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to set aside all previous fixations of type species 
for the nominal genus Metablastotlirix Sugonjaev, 1964 and to designate 
Blastothrix (Metablastotlirix) isomorpha Sugonjaev, 1964 as the type species; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name 
Metablastotlirix Sugonjaev, 1964 (gender: feminine), type species by desig¬ 
nation in (1) above Blastothrix (Metablastotlirix) isomorpha Sugonjaev, 1964; 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name isomorpha 
Sugonjaev, 1964, as published in the binomen Blastothrix (Metablastotlirix) 
isomorpha (specific name of the type species of Metablastotlirix Sugonjaev, 
1964). 

References 

Ashmead, W.H. 1900. On the genera of the chalcid-flies belonging to the subfamily Encyrtinae. 

Proceedings of the United States National Museum, 22(1202): 323-412. 

Dalman, J.VV. 1820. Forsok till Uppstallning af Insect-familjen Pteromalini, i synnerhet med 
afseende pa de i Sverige funne Arter. Kongliga Vetenskapsakademiens Handlingar , 
1820(2): 340-385. 

Erdos, J. & Novicky, S. 1955. Genera Encyrtidarum regionis palaearticae . Beitrdge zur 
Entomologie , 5(1/2): 165-202. 

Ferriere, C. 1955. Encyrtides nouveaux ou peu connus (Hymenoptera, Chalcidoidea). 

Mitteilungen der Schweizerischen Entomologischen Gesellschaft , 28(1): 115-136. 

Hoffer, A. 1957. Miscellanea encyrtidologica 1. Eighth preliminary paper for the monographic 
investigation of the Czechoslovak Encyrtidae (Hymenoptera, Chalcidoidea). Acta 
Entomologica Musei Nationalis Prague , 31(486): 191-220. 

Mayr, G. 1876. Die europaischen Encyrtiden. Verhandlungen der Zoologisch-Botanischen 
Gesellschaft in Wien , 25: 675-778. 

Sugonjaev, E.S. 1959. Fauna of Chalcids (Hymenoptera, Chalcidoidea) — parasites of 
Coccoidea (Homoptera) in Leningrad Province. Pp. 168-171 in: Theses of Reports of the 
IV Congress of the All-Union Entomological Society (Leningrad, 23 January — 3 February 
I960). Vol. 2. [In Russian], 

Sugonjaev, E.S. 1960. On the species of the genera allied to Aphycus Mayr (Hymenoptera, 
Chalcidoidea) from the European part of the U.S.S.R. Entomologicheskoe Obozrenie , 
39(2): 364-383. [In Russian]. 

Sugonjaev, E.S. 1962. On the fauna and ecology of parasitic chalcid wasps (Hymenoptera, 
Chalcidoidea) infesting scale insects in the Leningrad region. Trudy Zoologicheskogo 
Instituta Akademiya Nauk SSSR , 31: 172-196. [In Russian]. 

Sugonjaev, E.S. 1964. Palaearctic species of the genus Blastothrix Mayr (Hymenoptera, 
Chalcidoidea) with remarks on their biology and economic importance. Part 1. 
Entomologicheskoe Obozrenie , 43(2): 368-390. [In Russian]. 

Sugonjaev, E.S. 1984. Chalcid-flies (Hymenoptera, Chalcidoidea) parasites of coccids 
(Homoptera, Coccoidea) of the fauna of the U.S.S.R. Complex investigation of host- 
parasite systems in insects. 234 pp. Nauka, Leningrad. {Trudy Zoologicheskogo Instituta 
Akademii Nauk SSSR , 117). [In Russian]. 


56 


Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 52(1) March 1995 


Sugonjaev, E.S. & Babaev, T. 1978. On chalcidoid parasites (Hymenoptera, Chalcidoidea) of 
Lecamid scales (Homoptera, Coccoidea) in Tadjikistan. Entomologicheskoe Obozrenie , 
57(1): 48-67. [In Russian]. 

Sugonjaev, E.S. & Trjapitzin, V.A. 1988. Chalcids of the genus Metabfastothrix Sugonjaev 
(Hymenoptera, Chalcidoidea) and peculiarities of their distribution in North America and 
Eurasia. Entomologicheskoe Obozrenie , 67(1): 182-187. [In Russian]. 

Trjapitzin, V.A. 1989. Parasitic Hymenoptera of the fam. Encyrtidae of the Pa/aearctic. 488 pp. 
Nauka, Leningrad. (Opredeliteli po faune SSSR, issue 158). [In Russian]. 

Trjapitzin, V.A. & Gordh, G. 1978a. Review of genera of Nearctic Encyrtidae (Hymenoptera, 
Chalcidoidea). I. Entomologicheskoe Obozrenie , 57(2): 364-385. [In Russian]. 

Trjapitzin, V.A. & Gordh, G. 1978b. Review of genera of Nearctic Encyrtidae (Hymenoptera, 
Chalcidoidea). II. Entomologicheskoe Obozrenie , 57(3): 636-653. [In Russian]. 


